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Preface	
 On	 23	 November	 Habitat	 Norway	 in	 cooperation	
with	the	Norwegian	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs(MFA)	
and	 the	 Norwegian	 Agency	 for	 International	
Development	 (NORAD)	 arranged	 an	 information	
meeting	 on	 the	 preparations	 for	 the	 Habitat	 III	
conference	 and	 the	 New	 Urban	 agenda	 to	 be	
adopted	in	Quito,	Ecuador,	16-20	October	2016.The	
main	 purpose	 with	 the	 meeting	 was	 to	 provide	
information	 to	 relevant	stakeholders	 in	Norway	on	
the	process	and	policy	discussions	leading	up	to	this	
important	 event.	 Also	 with	 the	 new	 Sustainable	
Development	Goals	as	a	background.	

The	meeting	was	the	first	in	a	series	of	three	to	be	
arranged	 by	 Habitat	 Norway,	MFA	 and	NORAD	 on	
the	 global,	 present	 and	 future	 human	 settlements	
situation.	An	“	Urban	Knowledge	and	Policy	conference”	will	follow	in	March	in	Oslo.	During	the	
International	Habitat	Day	early	October	Norwegian	policies	and	positions	will	be	summed	up	as	
an	input	to	the	new	agenda.		

In	this	report	you	will	find	the	presentations	of	the	meeting.	We	also	invite	you	to	follow	Habitat	
Norway’s	 home	 page	 www.habitat-norge.org	 for	 more	 information	 on	 both	 national	 and	
international	processes	and	activities.	

We	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 the	 MFA	 and	 NORAD	 for	 constructively	 contributing	 to	 making	 the	
meeting	a	success.	And	more	than	70	participants	for	your	active	interest.	We,	the	smallest	of	all	
important	organisations	in	2016,		look		would	forward	to	the	continuation.	

	

	

Erik	Berg	
Interim	Chair,	Habitat	Norway	
Asker	01.12.2015	
	

.
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Program	
ON	THE	WAY	TO	A	NEW	URBAN	AGENDA/	HABITAT	III	–	INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	PROCESS	AND	
THE	CHALLENGES	-	OSLO	23.11.	2015.	09.45	to	13.30.	

09.45	Registration,	coffee,	tea	and	fruit	

10.15	Introductory	remarks		

Erik	Berg,	Chair,	Habitat	Norway	

Anne	 B.	 Tvinnereim,	 Asst.	 Director,	 Norwegian	 Agency	 for	
International	Development		

10.30	Presentations			

Eduardo	 Moreno,	 Director	 of	 Research,	 United	 Nations	
Human	 Settlements	 Program	 (UN-	 Habitat),	 Nairobi;	
«Habitat	 III	 –	 a	Milestone	on	 the	Way	 to	 a	 Planet	 of	 Cities.	
Urban	Challenges	and	Opportunities	in	the	21st	Century».	

11.20	 Ana	 B.	 Moreno,	 Coordinator	 of	 the	 Habitat	 III	
Secretariat,	New	York:	 	«Global	 Planning	Processes	 towards	
Habitat	III	and	a	New	Urban	Agenda»,		

11.50	Questions		

Coffee,	tea	and	fruit	

12.15	Tone	Skogen,	State	secretary,	Norwegian	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs:	“Habitat	 III	and	the	
New	Urban	Agenda	-	as	I	see	it”.	

12.25	 Trond	Vedeld,	 Senior	 Researcher,	Norwegian	 Institute	 for	Urban	 and	Regional	 Planning,	
Member	of	Habitat	III	Policy	Unit	on	Urban	Resilience	and	Ecology:	“Norway	and	the	New	Urban	
Agenda/Habitat	III”,		

12.35	Mona	 Helland,	 Senior	 Advisor,	Ministry	 of	 Local	 Government	 and	Modernisation:	 “The	
Norwegian	National	Report	to	Habitat	III.	A	short	presentation”.		

12.45	Discussion	

13.15,	Even	Stormoen,	Director,	Norwegian	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs:	“Conclusions	and	the	way	
ahead”.		

13.30	End	

	

Moderator:	Odd	Iglebæk,	Deputy	Chair,	Habitat	Norway		
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Welcome	to	an	urban	world		
Erik	Berg,	Interim	chair,	Habitat	Norway	

	

Dear	participants,	friends	and	colleagues;		

As	 interim	chair	of	Habitat	Norway	 I	would	 like	 to	welcome	you	to	 this	meeting	–	a	particular	
welcome	to	our	guests	from	abroad	-			Ana	and	Eduardo	Moreno.				

For	 the	 first	 time	 in	 history	 more	 than	 half	 the	 world’s	 population	 lives	 in	 cities.	 You	 have	
probably	 heard	 this	 fact	 a	 dozen	 times	 and	 you	 will	 certainly	 hear	 it	 more	 times	 during	 this	
meeting.	But,	such	reports	on	the	explosive	growth	of	cities	must	elicit	the	question:	so	what?	
How	is	the	increasing	concentration	of	people	and	human	endeavor	in	cities	changing	our	world?	
And	how	can	we,	the	people,	impact	this	change	in	an	equitable,	ecologic	and	economic	sound	
direction?			

In	my	mind	 cities	 change	 everything.	 Cities	 are	 transforming	 ecology,	 economics,	 politics	 and	
social	relations	everywhere	-	for	better	or	for	worse.	The	outcome	depends	on	the	approaches	
we	 choose	 to	 build	 the	 city.	 It	 is	 these	 future	 approaches	 that	Habitat	 III	 and	 the	New	urban	
agenda	will	be	about.		

As	a	result	of	demographic	developments	the	nature	of	what	we	call	the	city	itself,	has	changed.	
The	result	is	something	far	bigger	than	the	new	«mega	or	meta	cities»	we	read	about.	We	are	in	

the	 process	 of	 organizing	 the	 planet	 itself	 into	 a	 city:	
into	a	single,	complex,	connected	but	still	very	unstable	
urban	system.	A	system	comprising	big	as	well	as	small	
cities,	expanding	as	well	as	shrinking.	Where	cities	take	
on	rural	characteristic	and	vice	versa.	Landscape	hybrids	
and	 urban	 corridors	 are	 gradually	 spanning	 important	
parts	of	the	globe.		If	you	don’t	move	to	the	city,	the	city	
will	move	to	you.		

According	 to	 researchers	 such	 as	 Saskia	 Sassen,	 Jeb	
Brugmann	 and	 Manuel	 Castels	 Cities	 and	 their	
networked	systems,	not	countries	nor	corporations,	are	
the	 new	 command	 and	 control	 centers	 of	 the	 world.	
Cities	 are	 claiming	 more	 political	 legitimacy,	
responsibility	 and	 resources	 both	 nationally	 and	
internationally.	 Why?	 99%	 of	 all	 global	 telephone	

conversations,	web	traffic	and	investments	today	take	place	locally.	70%	of	all	conflicts	develop	
here.	So	do	60%	per	cent	of	all	energy	use	and	70%	of	all	Co2	emissions.	2/3	of	the	global	gross	
national	product	is	created	in	cities.		

The	nation	state	 is	according	to	a	UNRISD	report	 in	a	process	of	disarray.	 In	a	situation	where	
power	 is	moving	 downwards	 leading	 city	majors	 of	 the	world	want	 to	 prepare	 for	 a	 «United	
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Global	 Assembly	 of	Mayors».	 In	 a	 parallel	 process	 -	 from	 the	 bottom	 and	 up	 -	 	 new	 popular	
movements	 in	 slums,	 on	 street	 and	 neighborhood	 level	 are	 organizing,	 also	 internationally.	
These	 are	 the	 new	 urban	 players	 that	 demand	 to	 be	 heard	 in	Quito.	We	 need	 to	 listen.	 And	
partner	with	them.	

Today’s	burning	issue	in	Western	Europe	is	refugees	and	migrants.	The	biggest	migratory	wave	
of	today,	however,	is	not	stretching	from	Syria	to	Europe.	It	is	from	rural	to	urban	areas	in	Africa	
and	Asia.	Annually,	according	to	UN	–Habitat,	26	million	people	move	from	the	countryside	to	
the	city	every	year.	This	is	basically	poor	people.	

What	 does	 this	migration	 process	 reflect?	 It	 reflects	 decades	 of	 failed	 international	 security-,	
development-	 and	 humanitarian	 policies,	 impending	 climate	 change,	 depletion	 of	 natural	
resources,	 conflicts	 and	wars,	 human	misery	 and	 deprivation.	 And	 an	 encroaching	 neo	 liberal	
global	 economic	 system	 whereby	 competition	 between	 and	 fragmentation	 within	 cities	
increases	–	between	the	haves	and	the	have	nots.	Or	as	we	would	say	in	Norway:	between	the	
have	yachts	and	the	have	nots.	This	is	the	background	against	which	Habitat	III	will	take	place.		

Human	progress	in	a	world	organizing	into	urban	systems	requires	ability	to	design,	govern	and	
manage	cities	towards	strategic	ends.	Given	the	situation,	it	is	obvious	that	we	need	new	urban	
strategies	and	new	urban	practices.	We	have	to	a	great	extent	failed	to	hone	basic	practices	of	
urbanism.	How	to	govern	urban	markets,	develop	shared	urban	cultures	and	design	urban	forms	
and	 systems:	 to	 viably	 create	 a	 City	with	 less	 poverty,	 less	 inequality	 and	 less	 environmental	
degradation.		

And	 we	 urgently	 need	 to	 mobilize	 more	 resources	 locally,	 nationally	 and	 internationally	 for	
urban	development.		Poverty	oriented	urban	development	assistance	currently	stands	at	5%	of	
ODA.		

The	new	SDGs	–	with	its	urban	goal	11	on	making	cities	inclusive,	safe,	resilient	and	sustainable,	
reflect	 the	 new	 gained	 strength	 of	 cities.	 They	 are	 a	 good	 starting	 point	 for	 identifying	 new	
urban	development	strategies	and	practices.	But	these	goals,	targets	and	indicators	are	far	from	
perfect.	 The	 new	 urban	 agenda	 needs	 to	 be	 broader.	 Civil	 society	 and	 local	 governments,	 in	
particular,	have	other	and	additional	points	to	advocate.	

During	 2016	 Habitat	 Norway	 hopes	 through	 a	 number	 of	 interlinked	 activities	 open	 for	 all	
stakeholders	 -	 to	 facilitate	 a	 discussion	 where	 we	 identify	 good	 urbanization	 practices	 and	
where	 we	 define	 policies	 that	 prevent	 dysfunctional	 economic,	 social	 and	 environmental	
urbanization.	We	hope	you	will	participate	and	we	hope	you	will	join	us	as	member		

With	these	few	words	–	or	relatively	few	–		also	thanking	Marit	Victoria,	Even	and	Anne	Beathe	
of	MFA	and	NORAD	for	an	excellent	cooperation	in	preparing	this	event.	

I	leave	the	direction	of	the	meeting	to	Odd	Iglebæk.	Later	he	will	explain	more	in	detail	what	the	
Habitat	Norway	journey	to	Quito	is	about.	Pls.	fasten	your	seatbelts.		
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Opening	remarks		
Anne	Beathe	Tvinnereim,	Deputy	Director,	Norad.	

	

I	am	pleased	to	welcome	so	many	of	you	to	Norad,	and	to	this	preparatory	meeting	in	the	run-
up	to	Habitat	III.	

Urbanization	will	be	a	defining	trend	in	the	coming	decades,	especially	in	East	Asia,	South	Asia,	
and	sub-Saharan	Africa.	These	regions	also	happen	to	be	where	the	bulk	of	extreme	poverty	is	
concentrated.	And	at	the	same	time,	cities	will	play	a	central	role	in	addressing	climate	change.	
Smart	cities	are	crucial	in	both	climate	mitigation	and	climate	adaptation.	

Urban	poverty	differs	from	rural	poverty.	In	urban	settings,	the	extreme	poor	must	pay	for	food,	
water,	 fuel,	 housing	 and	other	 basic	 needs.	While	 $1.25	 per	 day	may	be	 a	 good	definition	 of	
extreme	 poverty	 in	 the	 countryside,	 this	 threshold	 is	 often	 too	 low	 in	 cities.	 Also,	 for	 policy	
makers	it	is	a	problem	that	indicators	that	measure	access	to	basic	services	have	been	designed	
for	rural	settings	and	are	not	suited	for	an	urban	context.	This	may	actually	have	major	policy	
implications.	 SDG	11,	 specially	 dedicated	 to	 cities	 and	 urban	 cities,	 is	 a	 huge	 step	 in	 order	 to	
address	this.	

But	 cities	 also	 represent	 major	 opportunities.	 If	 we	 get	 urban	 development	 right,	 cities	 can	
create	 jobs	 and	 offer	 better	 livelihoods;	 and	 drastically	 reduce	 pollution	 and	 greenhouse	 gas	
emissions.	 	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 mistakes	 made	 in	 urban	 growth	 are	 very	 hard	 to	 undo.	
Infrastructure	investments,	urban	land-use	systems,	and	spatial	planning	(or	lack	of	it)	are	nearly	
permanent,	and	impacts	may	be	difficult	to	alter	for	many	decades.	

As	we	all	know,	the	various	SDGs	are	closely	linked	and	intertwined.	Not	only	SDG	11,	but	most	
of	the	other	17	goals	as	well,	have	a	strong	urban	relevance.		

Migration	 cannot	 and	 should	 not	 be	 stopped.	 However,	 urbanization	 can	 be	 delayed	 and	
steered	in	directions	that	represent	economic	and	social	opportunities.	Also,	we	must	be	aware	
of	 the	 close	 rural-urban	 links,	 which	 are	 even	 more	 present	 in	 many	 developing	 countries.	
Urbanization	 does	 not	 take	 place	 in	 a	 vacuum,	 and	 there	 are	 strong	 development	 linkages	
between	 urban	 and	 rural	 areas.	 Rural	 and	 agricultural	 development	 and	 urban	 development	
support	 each	 other.	 It	 is	 important	 to	 focus	 on	 this	 connection	 in	 the	 policy	 designs	 and	 in	
national	and	regional	planning.	

The	gender	dimension	has	been	a	focus	for	Norway	for	many	years,	and	it	should	continue	to	be	
in	urbanization	 issues.	Urban,	 female	headed	household	are	very	vulnerable.	But	again	 -	 there	
are	also	opportunities;	we	see	a	higher	degree	of	female	organization	and	there	are	more	paid	
employment	opportunities.	The	gender	dimension	must	be	properly	addressed	in	the	upcoming	
work.	 Also,	 opportunities	 for	 urban	 youth	 has	 been	 another	 Norwegian	 priority.	 We	 cannot	
afford	to	lose	more	generations	to	autocratic	movements	or	simply	to	despair.	That	is	an	issue	
of	human	rights	and	development,	and	also	of	security.	
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It	 is	fair	to	say	that	 little	attention	has	been	paid	 in	Norwegian	and	international	development	
cooperation	–	to	the	challenges	and	opportunities	of	urbanization.	 In	Quito,	Norway	will	 focus	
on	 the	urban	 sustainability	multipliers.	 	High	 urban	 density	 and	 smart	 cities	 can	 significantly	
reduce	our	CO2-emissions,	while	at	the	same	time	provide	livelihood,	services	and	human	rights	
to	marginalized	groups.	

Hopefully	this	meeting,	along	with	upcoming	initiatives,	is	a	start	to	prepare	Norway’s	positions	
to	be	presented	at	Habitat	III,	and	to	the	formulation	of	a	Norwegian	policy	on	how	to	meet	the	
global,	urban	challenges.		
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Habitat	III	–	A	milestone	on	the	way	to	a	planet	of	cities		

Urban	Challenges	and	Opportunities	in	the	21st	
Century	
Eduardo	 Moreno,	 Director	 Research	 and	 Capacity	
Development,	UN-Habitat	
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Towards	a	New	Urban	Agenda		
Ana	Moreno,	Coordinator	Habitat	III	Secretariat	
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Habitat	III	and	the	New	Urban	Agenda	as	I	see	it.	
Tone	Skogen,	State	Secretary,	Norwegian	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs.	

The majority of the world’s population lives in cities, and the share is increasing year by year. 
Cities are becoming separate social, economic and political players that both impact and depend 
on their regional, national and global surroundings.  

The new Sustainable Development Goals, in particular goal 11, which is to “make cities inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable”, but also many of the other 17 goals, have all strong urban 
relevance. It has been estimated that if goal 11 is not acted upon effectively, 2/3 of the other goals 
cannot materialize. This constitutes a challenge for policy makers all over the world, in particular 
in the global South where the growth is quickest.   

As we have heard, the Habitat III conference will be arranged next year in Quito, Ecuador, in 
October 2016. The last conference took place in Istanbul in 1996 – 20 years ago. Habitat III is 
about strengthening the international architecture dealing with urban development issues. It is 
necessary to strengthen the involvement of the UN and other international institutions in order to 

meet the urban challenge.  

As outlined in the Government’s National 
report to Habitat III, Norway is a rapidly 
urbanizing country. We face many of the 
same challenges and opportunities as the 
developing world, although at a smaller 
scale. The difference is that we to a large 
extent have the financial and human 
resources to deal with our problems. We, as 
well as other countries, must take the urban 
challenges more seriously.  

Preparing for Habitat III, we aim at 
increasing knowledge about a global 
process that we can’t ignore. The first step 
is to provide insight, attract interest and 

increase engagement in urban development issues among Norwegian players. This must happen 
within the Government, in research and higher education institutions, in knowledge companies 
and in the business sector. Greater knowledge about the many aspects of urbanization will allow 
us to take the right decisions and action. 

With a demographic process that by 2050 will result in 2/3 of the world’s population living in 
urban areas, covering only 3-4% of the globe’ land, cities will provide a unique opportunity to 
relieve the pressure on the global ecosystems.  

At the Habitat III conference in Quito, Norway will focus on the need for green, livable cities.  

Rapid development in urban areas has led to some of the greatest problems the world faces today. 
About 70% of the global greenhouse gas emissions are produced in cities. Air pollution is now 
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the second “killer” of the world, resulting in more deaths than malaria, HIV/AIDS and 
tuberculosis combined.  Dirty air is mainly an urban problem.  

At the same time, high urban density and well planned urbanization can significantly shrink per 
capita ecological footprints by reducing energy use, pollution and CO2 emissions. And who 
wouldn’t want access to green lungs and good systems for public transport and safe walking and 
cycling paths? 

The urban gender dimension has been a focus for Norway since Habitat I in 1976. Urban, 
female headed household leaders are particularly vulnerable. At the same time, we also see in 
several socioeconomic contexts that women’s social participation in slum areas is higher than in 
rural areas.  There are better opportunities for female organization. There is better access to 
education. Health and social services are of higher quality. There are more paid jobs for women. 
And they have fewer children as a result of paid employment. Norway will continue to focus on 
strengthening women’s role and support women’s participation in urban development. 

Promoting development for urban youth has been another Norwegian priority, in particular 
support to education and employment. We cannot afford to loose more generations to autocratic 
regimes or movements. The safety and security dimension of supporting youth is obvious. 

I have to admit that little attention has been paid in Norwegian and international development 
cooperation to the challenges and opportunities of urbanization. The purpose of the 2016 series of 
meetings, publications and events that the MFA and NORAD are now initiating with Habitat 
Norway as a partner, is a start to prepare Norway’s positions to be presented at Habitat III.  

I would like to end with a statement from the UN Secretary General’s High Level Panel Group 
"Cities are where the battle for sustainable development will be won or lost».  

Nothing less. I look forward to preparing for the challenge of making sure that Habitat III lives up 
to expectations within the Ministry, in cooperation with all of you, with the Habitat III Secretariat 
as well as with our international counterparts. 

Thank you. 
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Norway	and	the	New	Urban	Agenda	
Trond	 Vedeld,	 Senior	 research	 at	 NIBR	 and	
Member	 of	 Habitat	 III	 Policy	 Unit	 on	 Urban	
Resilience	and	Ecology	
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Urbanization	in	Norway	–	Norway´s	national	report	to	Habitat	III	
Mona	Helland,	Senior	Advisor,	Ministry	of	Local	Government	and	Modernization	
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Concluding	remarks	
Even	Stormoen,	Assistant	Deputy	Director,	MFA	

Today, we have heard a lot about the challenges we are facing because of rapid urbanization all 
around the world. We have also learned about various ways to deal with it and develop solutions. 
And I believe that there really are massive opportunities. It is possible to achieve a sustainable 
urban future. However, this would also require fundamental changes in the way we plan and 
organize for urban development, and what we do in terms of development cooperation. 

I am Director of the Section for climate and environment in the MFA. In our portfolio I would 
say that we have started this transformation in our part of development cooperation. We have a 
program on improving air quality, where we increasingly will be focusing on large cities in 
developing countries. The program includes indoor air quality, where one priority is clean 
cooking in slum areas in cities. We also have an urban focus on some of our projects on climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. 

In addition to working for safe, inclusive, resilient and equitable cities, we are also working for 
green cities with blue skies. In some cities, you almost never see the sky because of air pollution 
which is seriously damaging health and climate. 

Many countries look to Norway when they talk about sustainable urban development. I would say 
that we can be proud of our achievements in that field, especially in Oslo, as we have heard from 
the Ministry of Local Governments and Modernisation. We have an excellent waste management 
system, we have improved conditions for cyclists and pedestrians, as well as for clean cars. We 
have huge forested areas that are well preserved, and clean beaches. I think that in this area, we 
have a lot to contribute with to others. But we can still get better, for example at reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions from transport, improving energy efficiency, saving energy and so on.  

From the Habitat secretariat, we have heard about the series of international events that are 
planned next year as a part of the Habitat III process. This is an excellent opportunity to 
strengthen focus on urban issues, including the follow up of the Sustainable development goals.  

In Norway, we are planning several meetings, events and publications, organized by the MFA 
and the Ministry of local governments, in cooperation with Norad and Habitat Norway. As a part 
of this process, we will invite all of you to provide your views and suggestions regarding 
Norway’s priorities for the Habitat III conference.  

We also heard the State secretary emphasize that we will aim for an open and inclusive process 
next year. In this process we value cooperation with local government organizations, youth 
organizations, women’s organizations, environmental organizations, grass root movements, both 
in Norway and internationally. We believe you can all provide valuable comments, and help to 
ensure a solid basis for Norway’s priorities in Quito. 

We will come back to you when we arrive at the different steps in the process, and ask for input. 
As Erik said, we will also arrange a seminar February next year where we go more into detail in 
some of the areas that are important for Norway.  
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I would finally like to thank all you who came here today, and special thanks to Ana Moreno and 
Eduardo Moreno who came a long way to be with us today and inform us about Habitat III. 
Warm thanks also to our host, Norad, to the Ministry of Local Governments and Modernisation, 
to Trond Vedeld, and last but not least to Habitat Norway, including our former colleague at the 
MFA, Erik Berg (we used to call him Erik By, because “by” means city in Norway) who helped 
us arrange this meeting. And finally thanks to Odd Iglebæk for moderating the meeting. 

We look forward to 2016 as the year where we develop the New Urban Agenda, and to all the 
great ideas and inputs I am sure that you will feed in during that process! 

Thank you.  

	

Short	Summary	of	Discussion	

Introduction	 	
Norway participated actively in the formulation of the Habitat Agenda in Istanbul in 1996 and has 
continuously supported the follow up work carried out by the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme located in Nairobi, Kenya. In line with this tradition Habitat Norway is of the opinion 
that Norway, not least by its NGOs and the professional institutions, should play an active role in 
the UN-organized process leading up to the final agenda.  

Summary	of	Questions	and	Answers	
The important issue of education in relation to urban development and planning was raised and 
discussed. Norway has been supporting such education. A critical aspect is the relevance of the 
training for local professionals in relation to local needs, cultures and economic resources. 

The capacity of building professionals is considered a crucial factor in urban development, 
especially alternatives to the challenge to develop alternatives to the traditional colonial  
architecture. Very few local academics are available, and frequently consultants from abroad are 
hired for important projects. A generational change is needed. 

A few critical issues were touched upon without going 
in depth. In short the state of the world cities face huge 
challenges. The situation and role of the younger 
jobless generations is dramatic and asks for urgent 
initiatives. The land question is also dramatic, related 
to speculation and slum developments.  International 
development cooperation in the field of housing and 
urban development is lagging behind. 
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Habitat	III	–	The	Journey	to	Quito	in	Norway	in	2016	
	

This «kick off» was arranged with support from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and the 
Norwegian Agency for International Development (NORAD). It was the first in a series of events, 
publications and activities attempting to mobilize interest for Habitat III/New Urban Agenda 
(NUA) among Norwegian development stakeholders: ministries, development agencies, non 
governmental organizations, local authorities, research and academic institutions, media, trade 
unions, business enterprise associations and interested individuals.  

Every 20 years since 1976 the United Nations have arranged global conferences on the 
development of cities and human settlements; taking stock of the past and drawing up new 
perspectives for the future. The outcome in Quito will be a New Urban Agenda. In this context 
Norway would contribute with an important mix of experiences from more than 60 years of – 
broadly speaking - human settlement development both in the global South as well as at home. 
With regard to NUA, Norway’s prime goal will not be to insist on human settlement development 
by transfer but by transformation: the meeting of minds approach. 

The second step will be taken early February/March 2016. Habitat Norway will then – again 
together with MFA and NORAD as partners - invite all relevant stakeholders to a one day 
«Knowledge and Policy» conference in Oslo. During this event leading researchers, policymakers 
and practitioners from the global South and Norway will initially outline the economic, ecologic 
and equity implications of the «urban population explosion» that presently takes place 
particularly in Africa and Asia. Then, with these introductions as basis, all participants within 
their discrete spheres of interest will discuss the priority issues to be reflected in the NUA. Either 
via Norway’s official participation or as own contributions conveyed through relevant global 
networks etc. Habitat Norway hopes this will initiate a discussion among and within Norwegian 
stakeholders on the need for a broader and more updated urban policy and development approach. 

The third step will be the production of an urban development magazine to be published early 
September, hopefully in connection with and as part of the Oslo Arkitekturtriennale. We hope this 
important event also will contain other Habitat Norway activities (under planning). The 
magazine’s purpose will be to create interest for Habitat III and the NUA, but also give 
stakeholders an opportunity to present their understanding, analysis and possible practical 
interventions in relation to the ongoing urban revolution. A press conference will launch the 
magazine. It will be distributed through the journals PLAN and «Arkitekturnytt». A digital 
version will be available at Habitat Norway’s homepage. 

The fourth step will be the International Habitat Day Conference in Oslo the first Monday of 
October. All interested Norwegian stakeholders will be invited to present to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Norwegian Habitat III delegation their final advice for  Norway (GoN) to 
advocate. 

The fifth and final step will be the production of a special Habitat III/NUA issue of the journal 
PLAN (Universitetsforlaget) to be published February/March 2017. The results and experiences 
with Habitat III and the NUA will be presented in both analytical and action-oriented approaches.  
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   Not member of Habitat Norway? Please join. The most important of all small 
organizations in 2016 – the year of Habitat III.  

 

                                                              www.habitat-norge.org 
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